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HSE RELEASES ADDICTION STATISTICS 

Addiction centres had 
966 contacts in 2011 
PADRAIG BYRNE 

NEW STATISTICS published by the HSE on 
drug misuse and other addicition issues 
have shown that there were 966 individual 
contacts made to Co Wexford services in 
2011, and that almost 200 of the people 
treated were just 24 years of age or younger. 

The Cornmarket Project in Wexford town 
dealt with the highest number of contacts, 
at 307 (32% of the total). Next highest was 
Aiseiri residential service with 224 people 
(23%), closely followed by HSE Substance 
Misuse Services at 203 people (21%). 

Those figures were up on the previous year 

at both the Cornmarket and the HSE Sub­
stance Misuse Service. At the Cornmarket, 
there was a jump of 57 from the 250 people 
who received treatment in 2010, while the fig­
ure at the HSE Services represented an 
increase of 20 people. However the HSE says 
that a possible reason for the increase in the 
figures for Cornmarket may be 'a result of the 
Cornmarket Project increasing its outreach 
services to all parts of the county, where pre­
viously it serviced only Wexford town'. 

While these two treatment centres experi­
enced a rise in activity between 2010 and 
2011, several experienced the opposite. The 
HSE Community Mental Health Service, for 

example, received 54 fewer contacts in 2011 
than in 2010, a drop of 35%. Similarly Out­
reach workers saw a decrease of 33 individ­
uals (40%) and Community Based Drug Ini­
tiatives saw a drop of 26 individuals (30%). 

The HSE has also commented that the 
reduction in contacts to Community Based 
Drugs Initiatives may in part be due to the 
project in the north of the county not being 
resourced for part of the year. Also, the reduc­
tion in outreach worker figures may also be 
as a result of the Cornmarket Project increas­
ing its services to the whole county, so that 
some who previously would have been treat­
ed elsewhere went there for help instead. Alcohol abuse remains most common problem 

ALCOHOL abuse continued to 
be the most common problem 
for which people sought treat­
ment in Co Wexford in 2011, 
with 424 people seeking help for 

31 

Facebook: it's 
on, it's off, 
it's on again 
Wednesday: A DISILLUSIONED friend decided to 
leave Facebook today. He announced his departure, 
via his status, and advised us to be sure to keep his 
personal email details, as that was how he would be 
communicating from now on. With that, he was 
gone. Until six hours later, when up he popped back 
up again; three hundred and sixty minutes of being 
out of the loop was all that he could take. 

The not-knowing what was going on (FOMO, the 
Fear Of Missing Out as it has become known) in the 
immediate lives of his nearest and dearest was eat­
ing away at him; Facebook had snared, programmed 
and conditioned him. Once it had slipped its way 
beneath his skin, he just couldn't ignore the itch. 

There are plenty more like him. Take for example 
Bolton Wanderers striker, Marvin Sordell, who is so 
obsessed with social networking via his mobile 
phone that his manager, Dougie Freedman, has been 
forced to go public about the problem. Social media 
guidelines have now been issued to all Bolton Wan­
derers players, with confiscating their phones being 
seriously considered as the next step in resolving the 
issue. 


